How to Become an Interior
Designer After 12th: Complete
Guide
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Just finished your 12th board exams and feeling the pressure to choose the right
career? While your friends might run toward engineering or medicine, you might want to
create beautiful, functional living spaces instead.

If you have a passion for sketching, playing with colors, and rearranging furniture, you
are in the right place. Many students and parents often wonder how to become an
interior designer course after 12th in India. This blooming creative field offers great
financial rewards and immense job satisfaction.

In this guide, we will break down everything you need to know, from top courses and
fees to admission steps and salary expectations.
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What Does an Interior Designer Actually Do?

Understanding the Role

An interior designer does much more than just pick out pretty curtains or paint colors.
You plan the layout of a room to make it both beautiful and safe.

You work closely with architects, engineers, and builders to design homes, offices,
malls, and restaurants. Your main job is to balance style with functionality so that
people enjoy living or working there.

Skills Required for Interior Design

You need a mix of creative thinking and technical skills to succeed in this industry. Good
spatial awareness helps you imagine how a physical space will look before anyone
builds it.

Basic sketching, an eye for color coordination, and basic math skills for budgeting are
also necessary. You must also enjoy problem-solving, as every room comes with its own
unique challenges.

Is Interior Design Right for You?

Ask yourself if you notice the layout and lighting whenever you walk into a new café or a
friend's home. Do you love solving spatial puzzles and making messy rooms look
organized?

If you enjoy transforming blank areas into functional, stunning spaces, this career fits
your personality perfectly.

How to Become an Interior Designer After 12th
Eligibility Criteria

To clear the interior design eligibility barrier, you simply need to pass your 12th
standard exams from a recognized board.

The best part is that colleges accept students from all streams, whether you studied
Science, Commerce, or Arts. Most top institutes require a minimum of 50% marks to



secure your seat.
Choosing the Right Interior Designer Course

Picking the right interior designer course depends entirely on your long-term career
goals and your budget.

If you want a deep, professional foundation, go for a full degree. On the other hand,
shorter programs work best if you want quick employment.

Degree, Diploma, and Certificate Options

You can select a Bachelor of Design (B.Des) or a B.Sc in Interior Design, which take 3 to
4 years to complete.

Alternatively, you can choose a 1 or 2-year diploma interior design course after 12th if
you want to start working quickly. Short certificate courses also exist if you just want to
learn specific software tools.

Interior Design Admission 2026 Process

The interior design admission 2026 process involves both merit-based entry and
competitive entrance exams.

Top colleges like NID, CEPT, and NIFT require you to clear national exams like UCEED or
NATA. Private colleges often hold their own portfolio reviews and personal interview
rounds instead.

Interior Design Course Details and Fees

Course Duration

A fulltime bachelor's degree lasts for 3 to 4 years, depending on the university
structure.

Diploma courses take around 1 to 2 years, while basic certificate courses usually finish
within 6 months.

Subjects You Will Study
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Your classes will cover exciting topics like space planning, color theory, furniture design,
and building materials.

You will also master modern 2D and 3D digital design programs like AutoCAD and
SketchUp. Learning lighting design and environmental studies will also form a big part
of your syllabus.

Interior Design Fees in India

The interior design fees vary widely based on the college type and the city you choose.

Government institutes charge around 50,000 to 1,500,000 per year. Premium private
universities can cost between ¥2,00,000 and ¥4,00,000 annually.

Additional Expenses Students Should Consider

Apart from tuition fees, you must budget for design materials, model-making supplies,
and mandatory site visits.

You will also need a high-performance laptop that can smoothly run heavy 3D design
and rendering software.

Interior Design Career Scope and Salary

Career Opportunities After Interior Design

Once you graduate, you can join architectural firms, construction companies, or
specialized interior design agencies.

You can focus on residential homes, corporate workspaces, luxury hotels, or even set
design for films and television.

Freelancing vs Full-Time Jobs

Many designers start with steady full-time agency jobs to build experience and industry
connections.

Once you build a solid portfolio and gain confidence, you can start your own practice
and work as an independent freelancer.



Interior Designer Salary in India

The starting interior designer salary for freshers ranges between 2.5 Lakhs and ¥4
Lakhs per annum.

With 4 to 5 years of solid experience, your earnings can easily jump to ¥6 Lakhs or ¥10
Lakhs per year.

Factors That Affect Earnings

Your location, your portfolio quality, and your negotiation skills play a massive role in
your total income.

Designers working in metro hubs like Mumbai, Delhi, and Bangalore generally earn much
higher salaries than those in smaller towns.

Skills That Help Interior Design Students Succeed

Creativity and Visualization

You must look at an empty concrete room and instantly imagine a functional, stylish
layout.

Developing a unique artistic eye helps you stand out from the competition and win over
clients.

Communication and Client Handling
You need to pitch your ideas clearly to clients and convince them of your creative vision.

Good listening skills help you understand exactly what the client wants and what their
budget allows.

Design Software and Technical Skills

Hand sketching is great, but the modern industry runs almost entirely on digital
blueprints and 3D models.

Mastering tools like 3ds Max, Revit, and Photoshop makes your professional
presentations look highly realistic.



Is Interior Designing a Good Career in 20267

The interior design career scope is expanding faster than ever before in India right now.

With rapid urbanization, smart city projects, and rising disposable incomes, everyone
wants an aesthetically pleasing space. Homeowners now happily hire professionals to
maximize small apartment spaces and create beautiful home offices.

Commercial spaces like restaurants, co-working offices, and retail stores need constant
redesigning to attract customers. Entering this field right now offers you a bright, stable,
and highly creative future.

Conclusion

Choosing a creative path requires courage, but learning how to become an interior
designer after 12th opens up limitless possibilities.

Take time to research the best colleges interior designer, prepare your portfolio, and
understand the fee structures before applying. Focus heavily on building your practical
skills, network with industry professionals, and stay curious about changing design
trends.

Trust your creative instincts, take the first step today, and build the career of your
dreams.

FAQ Section

Can | become an interior designer after 12th from any stream?

Yes, you can join this field regardless of your school stream. Colleges welcome
students from Science, Commerce, and Arts backgrounds equally.

What is the eligibility for an interior design course?

You must clear your 12th standard boards from a recognized educational board. Most
reputable colleges ask for an aggregate score of at least 50% to grant admission.

What is the average interior designer salary in India?
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Freshers usually earn between %2.5 Lakhs and ¥4 Lakhs per year. Experienced
professionals and successful independent studio owners can earn upwards of 10
Lakhs annually.

Is interior design a good career for the future?

Yes, it is an excellent career choice due to rapid real estate growth and urbanization in
India. The demand for skilled designers in both residential and commercial sectors
remains incredibly high.

How much does an interior design course cost?

Fees generally range from ¥50,000 to ¥4,00,000 per year. The exact cost depends on
whether you choose a government institute or a private design university.

Which skills are important for becoming an interior designer?

You need strong visual imagination, basic drawing skills, and good communication. You
also must learn computer-aided design software like AutoCAD and SketchUp to create
digital models.



