
 

 

 

7 Essential Safety Tips for Using Wire Rope 
Slings 

 

Wire rope slings are indispensable tools in the lifting and rigging industry, widely used in 
construction, shipping, and industrial operations. While they provide unmatched strength 
and versatility, improper handling can lead to accidents, equipment damage, or costly 
downtime. In the UAE, where safety regulations and industrial standards are stringent, 
following best practices is critical. This guide shares seven essential safety tips to ensure 
the safe and efficient use of wire rope slings. 

 



 

1. Conduct Regular Inspections 

Before every lift, visually inspect your wire rope sling for signs of wear, corrosion, broken 
strands, kinks, or crushing. Studies from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) show that equipment failure accounts for nearly 30% of lifting-related accidents. 
By identifying damage early, you can prevent accidents and prolong the lifespan of your 
sling. 

2. Use the Correct Sling for the Load 

Not all wire rope slings are created equal. Each sling has a rated capacity, and exceeding it 
can cause catastrophic failure. Always calculate the weight of the load and match it with a 
sling rated for at least 1.5 times the weight for added safety. 

3. Properly Attach Slings to Load 

How you attach a wire rope sling affects stability and safety. Use the appropriate lifting 
points and avoid sharp edges that can damage the rope. Edge protectors or sleeves can 
prevent abrasion and increase sling longevity. 

4. Avoid Twisting, Kinking, or Overloading 

Twists and kinks weaken the wire rope structure. Ensure the sling lays flat and straight 
during lifting. Overloading not only risks accidents but also voids manufacturer warranties. 
Train your team to recognize improper handling and enforce strict lifting protocols. 

5. Maintain a Safe Lifting Environment 

A cluttered or poorly planned lift area increases risks. Keep personnel clear of suspended 
loads, secure loose objects, and communicate clearly using hand signals or radios. UAE 
safety regulations emphasize hazard-free zones during lifting operations to minimize 
accidents. 

6. Store Slings Correctly 

Wire rope slings require proper storage to prevent corrosion and deformation. Store them 
in a dry, shaded area, away from chemicals or moisture. Hanging slings or placing them on 
racks ensures they maintain their shape and readiness for use. 

 

https://apex-lifting.com/steel-wire-rope-sling/


 

7. Train Your Personnel 

Even the best equipment is only as safe as the people using it. Invest in hands-on training 
for operators and riggers. Knowledge of lifting techniques, load calculations, and 
emergency procedures dramatically reduces workplace accidents. 

Conclusion 

Wire rope slings are powerful tools, but without proper handling, they can become 
dangerous. Following these seven essential safety tips—from inspection to 
training—ensures efficient and secure lifting operations. In the UAE, where industrial 
standards are strict, adhering to these practices safeguards your workforce and equipment. 

For high-quality, reliable wire rope slings designed to meet UAE standards, trust Apex 
Lifting for all your lifting and rigging needs. 
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