
 

 

Why Shipping Containers Are Popular in New Zealand 

Shipping containers are widely used across New Zealand because they are durable, secure, and 
adaptable. Originally designed to transport goods across oceans, these containers are built to withstand 
extreme weather conditions. This makes them ideal for New Zealand’s varied climate. 

Many businesses use containers for storing equipment, tools, and inventory. Homeowners also use 
them for extra storage space, workshops, and even backyard offices. In recent years, shipping containers 
have also been used for container homes, pop-up shops, cafés, and site offices. 

Types of Shipping Containers Available 

When searching for shipping containers for sale in New Zealand, you will find several types to choose 
from depending on your needs. 

1. Standard 20-Foot Containers 

The 20-foot shipping container is one of the most common sizes available. It is compact, easy to 
transport, and perfect for storage. Many small businesses and homeowners prefer this size because it 
fits easily on most properties. 

2. Standard 40-Foot Containers 

A 40-foot container provides double the storage capacity of a 20-foot container. It is ideal for businesses 
that need larger storage space or for transporting bulk goods. 

3. High Cube Containers 

High cube containers are similar to standard containers but offer extra height. This additional space 
makes them perfect for storing large equipment or converting into container homes and offices. 

4. Refrigerated Containers 

Refrigerated containers, also known as reefers, are used to store temperature-sensitive goods such as 
food, pharmaceuticals, and beverages. These containers are widely used by food suppliers and logistics 
companies. 

5. Modified Containers 

Some suppliers in New Zealand offer custom-modified containers. These containers can be converted 
into offices, retail stores, cafes, workshops, or living spaces. 

Benefits of Buying Shipping Containers 

There are many advantages to purchasing a shipping container in New Zealand. 



 

 

Strong and Durable 

Shipping containers are made from high-quality steel designed to handle long sea journeys. This makes 
them extremely durable and long-lasting. 

Secure Storage 

Containers come with strong locking systems, providing excellent security for valuable equipment, tools, 
and goods. 

Cost-Effective 

Compared to building permanent storage structures, buying a container is much more affordable. It also 
requires minimal maintenance. 

Portable and Flexible 

Shipping containers can be easily transported from one location to another. This flexibility is especially 
useful for construction sites and temporary storage needs. 

Environmentally Friendly 

Reusing shipping containers is considered a sustainable option. Instead of producing new building 
materials, repurposing containers helps reduce environmental waste. 

Uses of Shipping Containers in New Zealand 

Shipping containers are incredibly versatile and can be used in many ways. 

Storage Solutions 
Many people buy containers to store furniture, equipment, or seasonal items. 

Construction Sites 
Builders often use containers to store tools, materials, and machinery securely. 

Container Homes 
Container homes have become a growing trend in New Zealand because they are affordable and 
sustainable. 

Retail and Pop-Up Shops 
Entrepreneurs are using containers to create unique retail stores, food stalls, and cafes. 

Workshops and Offices 
Containers can be easily modified into portable offices or workshops. 

New vs Used Shipping Containers 



 

 

When buying shipping containers in New Zealand, you can choose between new containers and used 
containers. 

New Containers 

New containers are typically used only once for shipping before being sold. They are in excellent 
condition with minimal wear and tear. Although they cost more, they offer a longer lifespan. 

Used Containers 

Used containers are more affordable and widely available. They may have minor dents or surface rust, 
but they remain structurally strong and functional for storage purposes. 

Factors to Consider Before Buying 

Before purchasing a shipping container, it is important to consider a few key factors. 

Size Requirements 

Think about how much storage space you need. A 20-foot container is usually enough for small storage 
needs, while a 40-foot container is better for larger operations. 

Condition 

Inspect the container carefully. Look for signs of rust, structural damage, or door sealing issues. 

Delivery and Placement 

Ensure there is enough space on your property for delivery and placement of the container. 

Budget 

Prices vary depending on size, condition, and modifications. Set a budget before making your purchase. 

Average Price of Shipping Containers in New Zealand 

The cost of shipping containers in New Zealand depends on several factors, including size, condition, and 
location. Here is a general price range: 

Container Type Approximate Price 

20-Foot Used Container NZD $2,000 – $4,000 

20-Foot New Container NZD $4,000 – $6,000 

40-Foot Used Container NZD $3,500 – $6,500 

40-Foot New Container NZD $6,000 – $9,000 

Prices may vary depending on delivery costs and supplier services. 



 

 

Where to Buy Shipping Containers in New Zealand 

There are many suppliers across New Zealand offering shipping containers for sale. Major cities like 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, and Hamilton have several container providers. 

When choosing a supplier, consider the following: 

 Reputation and customer reviews 
 Container quality and condition 
 Delivery services 
 Custom modification options 
 Warranty or guarantee 

Working with a trusted supplier ensures you receive a reliable container that meets your needs. 

Tips for Maintaining Shipping Containers 

To ensure your container lasts for many years, proper maintenance is important. 

Keep the container ventilated to prevent moisture buildup. 
Check for rust regularly and apply protective paint if needed. 
Ensure doors and seals are functioning properly to maintain security. 
Place the container on level ground to avoid structural stress. 

Regular maintenance can significantly extend the lifespan of your shipping container. 

Future of Container Use in New Zealand 

Shipping containers are becoming increasingly popular in New Zealand due to their versatility and 
affordability. As urban spaces become limited and construction costs rise, containers provide an 
innovative solution for housing, retail, and workspace needs. 

Many architects and designers are exploring creative ways to use containers in modern buildings. This 
trend is expected to grow as more people recognize the benefits of sustainable and modular 
construction. 

Conclusion 

Shipping containers offer a practical and cost-effective solution for storage, transport, and construction 
needs in New Zealand. Whether you are a business owner looking for secure storage or a homeowner 
exploring creative building ideas, there are many shipping containers for sale in New Zealand to suit 
different budgets and requirements. 

 
 

https://tigercontainers.co.nz/container-auckland/

